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RIVER STAGES AND FLOODS FOR OCTOBER 1949 

OCTOBER 1943 

hiost of the flooding during October w t i s  minor and light, 
in intensity but it, was much more extensive than one year 
ago. The flash floods in southwestern hlissouri on the 
James River were very destructive antl wore comparable 
to the great flood of 1909. 

Atlantic Slope nraina~crc.-Precipitation in tlie North 
Atlantic States was mostly below normal with streams 
remaining low througliout the month. 

Heavy rains in the upper portions of tlie Cape Fear 
Basin in North Carolina on tlie 7th and 8th caused minor 
flooding ZI t hioilcure and Eliznbethtown, Lu t no tlamnge 
resulted from the overflows. This same storm also 
caused heavy rains over the upper Saluda and Eroad 
Rivers in South C,zrolinit nnd riioclerate flooding with 
considerable damnge at, Greenville and vicinity on tlie 
Reedy River, a tributary of tlie Saluda. 

East Gulf ?f M e x i c o  rlra inngc.-Heavv rains during the 
last tmo clays of October in the upper reaches of the 
Warrior, Tomhiglxe, antl Oostanaula Rivers caused slittrp 
rises in these streanis hut no flooding resulted. The 
Oostanaula a t  Resacn, Ga., rose 12.8 feet cluri~ig the 21- 
hour period ending at 7 t t .  111. on the 31st8 with a crest 
stsage of 19.4 feet on November 2d. 

Upper hlississippi Basin.-Liglit, flooding occurred 
along t81ie Bourbeuse and RIeraniec Rivers due to tlie 
heavy rains on the .5th, Gth, l l t h ,  and 13th. Precipitation 
during that period averegecl over 5 inches. Additional 
rains of ilearly 3 inches occurred during the %-hour 
period encling at 7 a. ni. on the 30th. 

hiissouri Basin.-Light to locally 1nocler:tt e o\-erHoivs 
occurred on the upper Solonion in tlie vicinity of Beloit, 
Bans., from the 10th to the 13th ant1 nlong tlielower~Iarais 
des Cygnes from Osawntoniie to lwlow LaCygne, Bans., 
from the 21st to tlie '731-d. The flooclhg in the iipper 
Solomon was clue to liesvy rains :zveriiging al,out 2 iiiclirs 
and in the hiarnis des Cygnes to rains averaging around 
4 inches during the period from the 19th to the 31st. 
Flood dnmnges were very light. 

Flash floods occurred in southwestern Xlissouri in tlie 
Springfield area on the 31st clue to lienr-p rains. During 
tlie 6-hour period encling a t  7 n. IL, 3.25 inchcs of rnin 
occurretl in tlie area with more than 5 inches occurring 
during the storm. Resitlents around Tumer St t i t  ion 
conipnred the high waters from the cTnmes River to the 
great flood of 1909. find thought8 it just as  liigli or higher. 
Rttilroad tracks and rontls in the area were co rered with 
water up to 5 feet. Consic1er:ihle damngc resiiltecl to 
roads, grain in fields, antl in ilie loss of stock. 

Ohio Basin.--Heavy riiins beginning on the 1 ltli over 
the TVabasli Basin resulted in soiiie flooding from ITnLad 
to Terre Haute, Incl., I)etween the 12th a n d  14th. Sonic 
tlaninge resulted to soybeans in the fields that liad not vet 
been combined, and the corn liarvest, w-ns consiclerahly 
delayed. Locally heavy rains on the 21st and Z c l  
produced minor flooding on the West Fork of the White 
River at Edn-ardsport, Incl., on the 23rcl. 

Liglit to moderate rains over the Tennessee Basin hegin- 
ning on the 35th, with heavy rains on the 30th, caused 
flooding on the South Cliicknmnuga Creek near Chat ta- 
nooga, Tenn., from tlie :jot11 t80 Nov. 2cl, and n ~ n r  flood 
stages on several headwater streams and creeks. The 
Tellico River above Tellico Plains also esccedetl bnnkfull 
stages at several points. Scnttered flooding of corn in 
the field occurred above this stream 1)ut dani~geu irere 
negligible. 

White, Arliansas, and Red Basins.-The Black River 
tit Black Rock, Ark., :tpproaclied within 0.2 foot of flood 
stiige on tlie 7th. Another slight rise on the 13th brought 
the river to witliin 0.5 foot of flood stage. The lower 
Wliite River remained within n few feet of hnnl<full stage 
during the last half of tlie month. It, rewhet1 within 
0.5 foot of flood stage at, Clarendon, Ark., on the 31st. 

Minor flooding occiwrcd on the Arkansas River a t 
Great Bend, Icans., tlue to heavy rain averaging about 3 
inches during the 34-hour period encling on the morning 
of the 10th. Heavy rains (3  to G inches) from the 19th 
through the 21st along the lower C'ottonrvoocl antl upper 
Neosho Rivers caused these streams to rise to onehalf 
to three-quarters l~ankfull. 

Flooding occurred on tlie Sulphur River on two cliff erent 
occ:isions. Tlie first was minor and mas clue to a series 
of rains. Damage from this flood wts light. The second 
and more severe flood was due to heavy rains at and below 
Hngansport, Tes., on the 21st and atlclitional heavy 
r:iinr on the 2 3 d .  Tlie flooding on the Cypress River was 
the result of the heavy rains ranging from 3 to 5 inches on 
the 31st a n d  24th. 

Lower Rlississippi ancl At cliafalnya Basins.-Five inches 
of rain fell over tlie St. Francis Basin from tlie :3rd to the 
Gth, saturating tlie groiind thoroughly and filling the 
reservoir and river beds. No flooding occurred until 
after the rains (3 inches) on the 12th. Light rain (less 
tlian an indi) occurred 011 the 32cl and caused another 
rise to above bankfull stage at  Fisk, Mo., and St. Francis, 
Ark. 

Light flooding occurred on the Atchafalayu at, hiorgan 
City, La., for a few hours on the 4th and 5th due to wind 
and tide effect. 

W e s f  6'iilj of Mexico  drainage.-Heavy rains occurrecl 
between the 2d and 5th in connection with the hurricane 
that moved inland on the Texas coast. The rainfall aver- 
aged over .5 inches over tlie lower and niiddle Sabine 
Basins. All streams in the area rose rapidly but no floocl- 
irig occurred. Heavy rairis (over 4 inches) occurred over 
the upper Sabine River Bnsin from tlie 31st to the 25th, 
causing the river to rise to above flood stage a t  RIineola 
ancl Glndemater, Tes. 

Excessive rains occurred in the lower Trinity River i:i 
connection with the inland movement of tlie hurricane on 
tlie 3d nnd 4th, causing light flooding a t  Liherty, Tes. 
Tlic rGinfal1 at, this point exceedell 10 inches during tlie 
storm. An fidditional 5 inches of rain on tlie 7-8th caused 
further rise a t  Liberty to a crest of 26.6 feet on tlie 10th. 
Another flood occurred a t  this point, during the last 6 clays 
of October due to ndclitioiial heavy rain. Considerable 
damage resulted to county roads, hriclges, and  to the rice 
crops. 

hloderately heavy rains over tlie midclle portion of the 
Guadalupe River on the 33tl arid 23d caused moderate 
flooding a t  Gonz:iles, Tes., on the 23cl and 34th. Acldi- 
tional nioderntely heavy rains on tlle morning of tlie 24th 
crtusecl another rise to above banlrfull stage at Gonzales 
on the 2.5th. Only minor damiige wa~1 reported. con- 
siderable flooding occurred in tlie sriiall creeks of the San 
Antonio River tlue to the heavy rain ( 2  inches) on the 
34th. Approsiniatmely 13.4 feet of water backed up behind 
the Olnios Creek clam. Two persons were drowned when 
they tried to cross a flooded creek in a sins11 crude boat. 
Consideral>le damage was done to streets and bridges. No 
flooding occurred downstream. 
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Puget Sound ana Washington Coast drainage.-Light 
flooding occurred on the Snohomish River a t  Snohomish, 
Wash., and on the Snoqualmie River a t  Tolt, Wash., due 
to heavy rains early on the 28th. Some low farmland 
along these streams was flooded. Low sections of U. S. 
Highway 10 between hlonroe and Snohomish and on State 
Highway 1-A south of Snohomish were inundated. 

ATLANTIC SLOPE DBAINAQE 

Cape Fesr: 
Moncure N. C ._._....._.__________ 
Lock No: 2, Elieabethtown, N. 0.. 

FLOOD STAGE REPORT FOR OCTOBER 1949-Continued 
[All dates In October unless otherwise swcifledl 
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Ohio Basin 

West Fork: Edwardsport, Ind .___..__ 
Wabas h : 

Wahash, Ind ..______._._.____..___ 
Lsbyette, Ind .____._._.___________ 
Term Haute, Ind _.......___....__. 

South Chickamauga Creek: Chicka. 
mauga, T e r n  ____.._.______..._______ 

Arkaneas Basin 

Arkansas: Great Bend, Kans ._________ 

Red Basin 
Sulphur: 

Hagansport, Tex- - .. - - - - - .. ._ - - - _ _  
Naples, Tex.. __._....__ __...______ 

McCartney Bridge, Tex ... _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Cypress: Jefferson, Tex ___.________.__ 

Lower Misaisaippi Basin 

Et .  Francis: 
Fisk, Mo _____.__-.._______________ 

St. Francls, Ark _______...____.____ 

Alehalalava Basin 

Atchafalaya: Morgan City, La _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
WEST OVLF OW MEXICO DRAINAGE 
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MISSISSIPPI SY8TEY 

Upper hfwswappl Baaln 

Bourbeuse: Union, Mo _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Meramec: 

Steelrille, Mo ________. _._ _____..___ 

Sullivan, Mo _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Pacific, Mo _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _  ..__________ _ _ _  

Valley Park, Mo _________.___._._.. 

bfiasouri Baafn 

Sabine: 
Mineola, Tex _______.______________ 
Gladewater, Ter -  __. . . _ _  _ _  _ _  .____ - 

Elm Fork: Carrollton, Tar ___________. 
East Fork: Rockwall, Tex _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Trinity: 

D3113S, Tex ____.._________________ 
Rosser, Tex. - _____...._____ ~ ...___ 
Trinidad, Tex ___. -. .- _ _  - _ _  _ _  _ _  - 
Gonzales, Tex _ _ _ _  ._.._ - - - - - _ _ _  _ _  _ _  
Victoria, Tex.-- - - - -. _ _  _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  

Guadalupe: 

24 

PACIPIC SLOPE DRAINAGE 

Pug& Sound 

Snoqualmie: Tolt (nr.), Wash .____..__ 
Snohomish: Snohomish, Wash _____._. 

Petit Saline: Boonville; Mo. - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Mareau: Jefferson City, Mo _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Maruis des Cypes :  

Omwatomie. Kan.. ..._._.__.____.. 
LaCygne Kans ____..._........._.. 

Osage: Lakeside (Bagnell Dam), Mo-.- 
Gasconade: Jerome, Mo _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  1 Provisional. 

2 Continued a t  end of month. 
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